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deceased friends to the grave in the light of the sun, with a large attendance of people walking in procession, sometimes carrying candles in token of joy and thanksgiving, and chanting psalms. It was also the custom, before they went to the grave, to assemble in the church, where the body was laid, and a funeral sermon was sometimes preached. The Holy Communion was administered on these occasions to the friends of the deceased ; for which a service, with an appropriate collect, epistle, and gospel, was set forth in our own Church in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, A. D. 1560. For the origin of Cemeteries or Church-yards, as places of burial, see under those words. The office for the burial of the dead used by the English Church corresponds in all respects with the offices of the primitive Church, particularly as regards the psalms, the anthem, " man that is born of a woman," &c. and the portions of Scripture appointed to be read.
No person can be buried in the church, or in any part of it, without the consent of the incumbent; to whom" alone the common law has given this privilege, because the soil and freehold of the church is only in the parson, and none other. Cro. Jac. 367. But upon the like ground of freehold, the common law has one exception to the necessity of the leave of the parson : namely, where a burying place within the church is prescribed for as belonging to a manor house. Gibs. 453. By the common law of England, any person may be buried in the church yard of the parish where he dies, without paying anything 'for breaking the soil. Degges Parsons Counsellor^ Part I. c> 12; unless a fee is payable by prescription, or immemorial usage. But ordinarily it seems, Dr. Bum observes, 1 Ecc. Law, 258, that a person may not be buried in the church yard of another parish than that wherein he died, at least without the consent of the parishioners or churchwardens, whose parochial right of burial is invaded thereby: and perhaps also of the incumbent, whose soil is broken. The same author however says, that where a person dies on his journey, or otherwise, out of the parish, or where there is a family vault or burial place in the church, or chancel, or aisle of such other parish, it may be otherwise. Burial cannot be legally refused to dead bodies on account of debt, even although the debtor was